
   

 

   

 

Penn Township 

Regular Minutes 

December 9, 2024 

 
 

Board members present: Supervisor Oli Olafsson, Treasurer Paul Rutherford, Trustee Roger Leach, 

Trustee Scott Peters, and Clerk Rhonda Barnett. 

Supervisor Olafsson called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m.  

Prayer was given by Trustee Leach. 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Minutes 

Trustee Leach presented the minutes from the last meeting on November 11, 2024, and minutes from 

the special meeting held on November 14, 2024, both as prepared by Clerk Greathouse. Trustee Leach 

made the motion to accept the minutes as read, Trustee Peters seconded, all in favor, motion 

approved.  

 

Treasurer's Report 

TēeϙTŘeaŜŪŘeŘЍŜϙReŕĺŘťϙſaŜϙŕŘeŜeĲťedϙbƅϙTŘeaŜŪŘeŘϙRŪťēeŘċĺŘdϟϙTŘŪŜťeeϙLeacēϙıadeϙťēeϙıĺťĖĺĲϙťĺϙ
accept the report and Supervisor Olaffson seconded. A roll call vote was taken, Barnett: Yes; 

Rutherford: Yes; Olafsson: Yes; Leach: Yes; Peters: Yes; motion approved. 

 

New Business 

On behalf of the Diamond Lake Yacht Club Association, Board Member Mike Guinane is requesting an 

expansion of the outdoor service area on their existing liquor license. The area is located between the 

current deck and the road and is currently marked by a rope barrier. Supervisor Olafsson made the 

motion to approve this expansion Treasurer Rutherford seconded, all in favor, motion passed. 

Supervisor Olaffson made a motion to approve Ashley Wences to manage the township hall, Trustee 

Leach seconded, all in favor, motion passed.  

Tom Green will be retiring as sexton from Youngs Prairie Cemetary. Supervisor Olaffson made a motion 

to approve Richard Dussel as Sexton of the Youngs Prairie Cemetary, Trustee Leach seconded, all in 

favor, motion passed. 

 



   

 

   

 

 

Reports: 

Clerk News: Nothing to report 

Fire Department Report: Provided by Chief Jim Bogue 

Ambulance Report: Scott Chris was absent but informed Supervisor Olafsson that the issue with 

Newburg was resolved. 

AŜŜeŜŜĺŘЍŜϙReŕĺŘť: Nothing provided 

CAUA Report: Trustee Leach presented the report as prepared by Diana McGrew.  

Zoning Report: Provided by Trustee Leach 

 

Board Comments:  None 

Public Comments:  

Sherriff Behnke welcomed new board members and mentioned that current Undersheriff Clint Roach 

will be taking over as Sherriff on January 1, 2025. He gave a quick summary of police activity over the 

last few weeks. He was happy to report that there are four new graduates this month and that four more 

will begin the Academy program in January. He also wanted to remind people to give themselves extra 

time when the roads are bad. On a personal note... he feels that the lawsuits were unnecessary and that 

the board owes the township an apology.  

Supervisor Olafsson closed public comments and thanked Sherriff Behnke for his dedication and 

service to our community over the years. 

 

Payment of the Bills: 

After approval at the special meeting held on November 14, 2024, check #23594 was issued to Butzel 

Long, Attorney, in the amount of $87,742.18. 

An expense report showing what is to be paid with check numbers 23595 - 23634 totaling $75,521.16, 

was prepared by Lisa Fitzsimons and read by Clerk Barnett.  Trustee Leach made a motion that we pay 

the bills as submitted, Supervisor Olafsson seconded. Roll Call Vote: Barnett, yes; Rutherford, yes; 

Olaffson, yes; Leach, yes; Peters, no; motion passed. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:27 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Rhonda Barnett 

Penn Township Clerk 



DECEMBER 9, 2024 

PENN TOWNSHIP 

GENERAL ACCOUNT 

 

Checking Account balance: November 1, 2024                                  $ 2,019,670.02 

Total disbursements for November, 2024                                                   48,052.43 

Total revenues for November, 2024                                                            53,724.91 

 

Receipt #   Date    Received from                                                              Amount 

5251         11/01    State of Michigan                                                           27,895.00 

                              (Revenue Sharing) 

5252         11/01    Debra Hall                                                                           600.00 

                              (One Lot and One Burial Young’s Prairie)  

5253         11/04    Comcast                                                                            5,002.45 

                              (Franchise Fee) 

5254         11/11    Adam Dahlgren                                                                6,688.00 

                              (Building Permits)            

5255         11/11    Next Inspections                                                               3,722.80 

                              (Electrical Permits 

5256         11/11    Dobberteen Inspections                                                   3,128.00                                         

                              (Mechanical & Plumbing & Electrical Permits) 

5257         11/11    Elizabeth Bennett                                                                  30.00 

                             (FOYA request) 

5258         11/25   Lisa Fitzsimons                                                                    250.00 

                             (One Hall Rental) 

                                                                  

 

November 30, 2024 G W Jones (Interest $6,408.66 V#5259) Balance $ 2,025,342.50   

Cash Breakdown 

Nov. 30, 2024 Restricted Funds Fire Dept.                                            $ 1,500,000.00 

Nov. 30, 2024 Cash Balance                                                                     $   525,342.50                                      

 

General Checking Total                                                                          $ 2,025,342.50 

         

Plus $ 58.75 Each Membership 

Vandalia Sewer                        $ 43,763.50 

Vandalia Water                        $ 73,479.51 

Penn Water                             $ 216,850.07 

 

 

Paul Rutherford 

 

 

 

Penn Township Treasurer 
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